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CLINICS. 
CLINICAL LECTURES. 


Clinical Lecture on Abdominal Tumour. 
By C. F. Maunper, Esq. Delivered at 
the London Hospital, Jan. 11, 1876. 

GENTLEMEN: I propose to address you 
to-day on a.case which excited some in- 
terest when it was in the ward, by reason 
of the doubt which many of you had, be- 
fore I saw it, concerning its nature—a 
doubt naturally raised by the positive 
Statements of the patient. I often say 
and often request you in the wards to 
listen attentively to a patient’s statement 





of his case, not with a view of necessarily 


acting upon it, for you must sift it, and 
discard that portion which you believe to 
be either unintentionally or wilfully un- 


true. I am afraid I must say that you 
should be mqre cautious with women than 
with men how you accept statements as 
regards their state of health. I believe 
it is not infrequent for women somewhat 
advanced in life, and who have been 
mothers, but with whom many years have 
elapsed since last pregnancy, to be un- 
certain about or even ignorant of their 
present and unexpected enceinte condition. 
I will read the case of the subject of this 
lecture. 

Case of Abdominal Tumour (reported by 
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Mr. T. W. Richardson).—Jane S——, 
married, admitted on Nov. 2d, 1875, into 
the Princess Royal ward, under Mr. 
Maunder. The patient stated that she 
had been married four years and a half, 
and, until two years and a halfago, she 
had had fairly good bealth. Had had no 
children, but nine months after marriage 
thought she miscarried. Two years and 
ahalf previous to admission the patient 
had suffered from some inflammatory con- 
dition of vagina and vulva, which had 
lasted during six weeks, leaving the vagi- 
nal orifice much contracted. There was 
no medical advice sought during this ill- 
ness. Menstruation had been regular 
until eleven months ago, when it ceased 
altogether. About this time she had 
noticed a small lump in’the left side (about 
left ovary), which had gradually grown 
larger ; also occasionally she had felt dart- 
ing pains about the swelling, but insuffi- 
cient to prevent sleep or distress her 
much. Had no “ morning sickness ;” no 
discomfort in defecation, nor painful mic- 
turition. Four months ago her legs had 
begun 

When this patient was questioned as to 
the possibility of pregnancy, she said that 
such a thing could not have occurred by 
any chance, since on account of this con- 
traction of the vaginal orifice, attempts at 
coitus had been painful and unsuccessful, 
and that for the last six menths it had 
been given up altogether. It was ascer- 
tained that there had been no penetration 
of the male organ for eighteen months, 

On admission there was seen a large 
tumour occupying nearly the whole of the 
abdomen, smooth, movable, slightly un- 
symmetrical, projecting a little more on the 
right than the left side. The whole sur- 
face of the tumour was dull on percussion ; 
slight fluctuation. At the sides of and 
around the tumour, the surface was tym- 
panitic on percussion. The mamme 
presented no particular indication of 
pregnancy. On examining the vulva, it 
was found that the labia majora and 
minora were completely obliterated, and 
there remained dense white scar-tissue. 
In the centre of this was a depressed and 
slightly corrugated opening, barely suffi- 
cient to admit the little finger, and quite 
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impervious to the index finger. A cathe. 
ter was introduced into the bladder, and 
urine drawn off. 

Mr. Maunder, unable to examine the 
uterus per vaginam, introduced his finger 
into the rectum, and felt that the uterus 
moved with the tumour. For this and 
other stated reasons he then expressed an 
opinion that the most probable condition 
was pregnancy, but that certainly the 
swelling was within the uterus. On 
listening just below the umbilicus the 
foetal heart was plainly heard beating 
about 140 per minute. The diagnosis 
was thus conclusive. 

On Nov. 8th, at about 8 P. M., the pa- 
tient was taken in labour in the ward ; at 10 
P.M. the head could be felt in the vagi- 
na through the small. opening. Seeing it 
was impossible that the head could pass, 
chloroform was given, and the house-sur- 
geon, Mr. John Job (in the absence of the 
resident accoucheur), with the little finger 
in the opening, enlarged it by an incision in 
an upward direction through the scar-tis- 
sue, and downwards through the perineum. 
It was then found that the sides of the 
entrance would not yield, and two more 
incisions were made, one on each side. 
Forceps were now applied, and the deliv. 
ery effected in about five minutes. Child 
at full term and living. 

The first point that strikes you is that 
this patient had no special object in de- 
ceiving us as to her condition. She had 
not previously borne a child, and there- 
fore could not compare notes with her 
past and present state. Beyond the me- 
chanical enlargement in the abdomen, the 
symptoms of pregnancy were compari- 
tively negative. The condition of the 
mamme did not help our diagnosis, and 
the swelling of the legs might be due to 
any mechanical obstacle pressing on the 
iliac veins. [ have known a distended 
bladder cause such, and to be gone next 
morning when that viscus had been emp- 
tied. The pyriform shape of the swelling, 
its free mobility, and the whole being one 
with the uterus, appreciated per rectum, 
led me to express a decided opinion that 
the tumour, whatever its nature, was con- 
tained within the cavity of the uterus. 

The abdominal cavity contains organs 
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common to both sexes, but that of the | spring from above and be in connection 


female some peculiar to her. 


an abdominal swelling in the latter, 
various viscera liable to become enlarged, 
both from disease and physiological 
change, as in pregnancy, will be passed 
rapidly in review before yourmind. The 
first question that you should endeavour 
to determine is—Is the tumour connected 
with a pelvic organ, or what is more pro- 

perly termed an abdominal organ, or is it 
independent of both, as in ascites? or is 
it adventitious, as in the instance of an 
hydatid cyst? You should then proceed to 
determine the presence or absence of the 
most common forms of abdominal swelling, 
such a8 ascites, pregnancy, and ovarian 
tumour. 

The next question for you to determine 
is whether the swelling be solid or fluid. 
Both will be dull on percussion, whilst 
one will fluctuate. The presence of gas 


you will of course recognize by tympanites. 
Having determined the existence of fluid, 
you ask ; Is it circumscribed or not? and 
you will answer the question in the affir- 


mative on finding dulness on percussion 
limited in all positions of the patient. 
Should this latter condition be present, 
then you at once eliminate ascites, be- 
cause, as the fluid in this instance is only 
confined by the peritoneum, it gravitates 
in all positions of the patient, rendering 
the lowest parts dull on percussion, 
whilst the uppermost will be resonant 
from the presence of intestines containing 
gas and floating on the surface of the 
fluid. For example, when a patient thus 
affected lies on the left side, this will be 
dull, while the right will be resonant, and 
vice versa. 

We now wish to determine whether or 
not the tumour be connected with the 
pelvic organs, such as bladder, uterus, 
ovary. And there is one circumstance 
common to all three ; as they enlarge and 
rise out of the pelvis, they approach the 
anterior abdominal wall and push aside 
other organs, especially the intestines ; 
and thus one evidence that the tumour is 
pelvic in origin is that the lower regions 
of the abdomen are dull on percussion, 
while, on the contrary, if the tumour 


On being | 
called, then, to determine the nature of | 





with the liver or spleen, etc., the upper 
regions are then dull on percussion. 

The next step is to differentiate the 
three pelvic sources of tumour—bladder, 
uterus, and ovary. The finger in the 
vagina or rectum will appreciate the dis- 
tended bladder or uterus, and the cathe- 
ter will settle the question between these 
two. 

Case of Distended Bladder.—To assist 
your diagnosis, never hesitate to use a 
catheter. Many years ago I came to the 
bedside of a patient who had been admit- 
ted with a contused shoulder. She drew 
my attention to a ‘‘swelling in her sto- 
mach,” as she called it; and then exposed 
to view a decided tumour, unsymmetrical, 
inclining to the right side, and occupying 
the hypogastric and umbilical regions. 
It gave her no trouble, the history of it 
was indifferent, and she had just passed a 
good half pint of healthy urine. It was 
dull on percussion, and fluctuating. My 
mind reverted to ovarian dropsy; but, 
following my custom, a catheter was 
passed, several pints of urine were drawn 
off, and the tumour disappeared. I sup- 
pose the unequal length of the ligaments 
will explain the unsymmetrical appear- 
ance mentioned. The pregnant uterus is 
pyriform in shape, and freely movable in 
the abdomen. Fluctuation can some- 
times be detected, as in the above case; 
whilst, by the finger in the vagina, the 
shortened cervix can be felt lost in, and 
continuous with, a firm tumour covering 
in the roof of the vagina. Independently 
of physiological symptoms and other 
physical signs, I rely upon this to deter- 
mine that the tumour is not ovarian. 

But I must also mention a possible 
source of error as regards the bladder. 
Some years ago a man about twenty-two 
years of age was brought into the receiv- 
ing-room, and was there seen by two 
senior colleagues, who attempted and 
failed to pass a catheter. The patient 
was the subject of retention of urine, with 
a well-marked hypogastric tumour. I 
was requested to take charge of the case. 
On examination per rectum, etc., all the 
symptoms of distended bladder existed. 
I punctured the fluctuating tumour per 
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rectum, and drew off a large quantity of 
clear, limpid fluid. As the tumour was 
emptied, to my surprise, urine flowed 
freely per urethram. The patient ulti- 
mately died of peritonitis. Numerous 
hydatid cysts, which had caused this, 
were found scattered about the peritoneal 
cavity, while one large one, extra-peri- 
toneal, and occupying the pelvis, proved 
to be the supposed distended bladder. 

I shall say little about enlargements of 
the liver and spleen, as the diseases of 
these belong more especially to the physi- 
cian; but two sources of error, as regards 
the stomach, are worthy of mention, 
which have come under my care. 

Cystic Tumour of the Stomach.—A young 
woman, some eighteen years of age, was 
admitted under Dr. Sutton, and handed 
over to me as the subject of ovarian 
disease. The tumour filled the belly, was 
dull on percussion, and fluctuating every- 
where, excepting in the loins, which were 
tympanitic. I proceeded to perform ova- 
riotomy, and as the sac was emptied of 
its contents, and itself gradually with- 
drawn through the wound, its attach- 


ment led me up to the stomach, instead 


of downwards to the pelvis. The patient 
died, and proved to be the subject of 
several cysts connected with malignant 
disease of the wall of the stomach. In 
this case the absence of tympanites below 
the tumour, by reason of its size, rendered 
an accurate diagnosis impossible. I show 
you the stomach and the remnant of the 
cyst. 

Distended Stomach.—Another case is 
that of a female about forty-five years of 
age, sent to me as being the subject of 
ovarian disease. In this instance a line 
of tympanites below the swelling settled 
that question in the negative at once. 
My house-surgeon, Mr. Vialls, took a cast 
of the abdomen during life, and I have it 
here. My opinion was that the swelling 
was a distended stomach, and so on post- 
mortem examination it proved to be, and 
consequent on obstructive disease of the 
pylorus. When the patient was sitting 
up the tumour was dull on percussion 
and fluctuating, when recumbent it was 
more or less tympanitic as the guses came 
to the surface. The size of the tumour 
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varied in proportion to the vomiting. 1 
am notaware that such a state of stomach 
has been elsewhere recorded.—Lancet, 
Feb. 26, 1876. 


HOSPITAL NOTES AND GLEANINGS. 


Foreign Body in Windpipe ; a successful 
Method of Operation.—Mr. MAunper, on 
the 12th of May, removed from the left 
bronchus of a boy, aged thirteen (an in- 
patient of the London Hospital), a smooth 
oval piece of glass an inch long, and 
forming part of a sleeve link, It had 
been in the trachea eighteen days without 
symptoms, and about thirty hours before 
operation had fallen into the left bron- 
chus. After consultation with Dr. Down, 
tracheotomy was performed, the patient 
was inverted and shaken, but with no 
avail. A loop of stout silver wire was 
then passed six or seven inches through 
the wound downwards, and to the left; 
on the wire being withdrawn, the foreign 
body came with it. The patient is well. 
—Med. Times and Gaz., May 27, 1876. 


Case of Hematokolpos ; Operation ; Re- 
covery.—The following case was admitted 
into the Birmingham and Midland Hospi- 
tal for Women, under the care of Mr. 
Lawson Tait :— 

E. T , aged eighteen, had men- 
struated regularly for two years, but the 
discharge was very scanty and accompa- 
nied by agonizing pain. She had applied 
at various institutions without obtaining 
relief. 

Vaginal examination, made under ether, 
revealed a mass occupying the pelvis, in 
the position and about the size of the 
uterus pregnant as far as the third month. 
No cervix could be made out, but at one 
point, close to the rectum, there was 4 
small circular patch about:the size of a 
shilling, where there was pseudo-fluctu- 


ation, and the feeling was as if a mem- 


brane were stretched tightly over the 
mouth of an. elastic bottle. 

Believing this to be the cervix uteri, 
Mr. Tait freely incised it, and thereby 
evacuated a large quantity of the usual 
treacly fluid which represents retained 
menstrual blood. 

The patient recovered rapidly, and the 
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wounc has remained patent, so that she 
pow menstruates without the slightest 
pain, 

The only puzzling element in this case 
was the history, for it is beyond doubt 
that every month a menstrual discharge 
took place, and if great weight had been 
attached to this the diagnosis would have 
been greatly complicated. 

As the patient was perfectly virginal, 
it cannot be supposed that the closure of 
the os was due to injury.— Lancet, March, 
4, 1876. 

Separation of Epiphysis of Anterior In- 
ferior Spinous Process of Ilium by Muscular 
Action. —The following case was treated 
by Mr. MaunpgR at the London Hospi- 
tal :— 

W. G——, aged eighteen, was admitted 
into the hospital on April the 5th. He 
stated that on the previous day, while 
runving in a flat-race, he thought it ne- 
cessary to ‘‘put on @ spurt,” and whilst 
doing so suddenly felt a sharp snap, fol- 
lowed by acute pain in. the right groin, 
and accompanied by a sensation of 
‘¢ something being out of its place.” He 
also found that he could not advance his 
right foot another step, but being within 
a few feet of the winning-post, he threw 
himself forwards, and, grasping it, saved 
himself from falling. He then found it 
impossible to stand upright without great 
pain in the right groin, which was some- 
what relieved by resuming the stooping 
posture. He was carried off the field by 
his companions. 

On admission the patient was found to 
be a strong, healthy-looking lad, with 
well-formed limbs, and exhibiting no evi- 
dence of bone or other disease. There 
was no history of syphilis, strumous dis- 
ease, or rickets; and he had ten brothers 
and sisters who were all healthy. He 
was observed to lie flat on his back with 
the thighs extended and the right foot 
slightly everted. He could rotate the 
right thigh inwards or outwards, but with 
slight pain. There was total inability to 
flex the thigh upon the pelvis, and the 
attempt to do so caused great pain in the 
groin. A little fulness was evident in the 
position of the spinous processes, and the 
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inferior spinous process (the attachment 
of the straight tendon of the rectus-femo- 
ris muscle) was found to be detached and 
freely movable. Cartilaginous crepitus 
was very distinctly felt, both by the pa- 
tient and the surgeon. This, and taking 
into consideration the patient’s age— 
eighteen (the epiphysis unites with the 
rest of the bone at about the age of 
twenty-five)—led to the conclusion that 
it was a case of separation of the epiphy- 
sis. The patient was simply kept in bed, 
the thigh flexed in order to relax the 
rectus-femoris muscle, and a couple of 
pillows were placed under the knees. 

April 21. All pain and crepitus on ma- 
nipulation had disappeared, and patient 
could flex the thigh without discomfort. 

26th. Firm union had evidently taken 
place, and patient could walk about the 
wards with ease. Discharged. 


The above case is very interesting on 
account of its extreme rarity.—Lancet, 
May 6, 1876. 


Dislocation of the Foot backwards, with 
Fracture of the Fibula; Division of the 
Tendo Achillis; Recovery. —A patient 
suffering from this somewhat unusual 
form of injury has recently been under 
treatment in Mr. Harrison’s ward in the 
Liverpool Royal Infirmary. M. T—, 
aged twenty-eight, was admitted into the 
infirmary on Dec. 26, 1875, in conse- 
quence of an injury to the foot caused by 
a slip from the curbstone. On examination 
the nature of the injury was readily de- 
termined. There was shortening of the 
anterior surface of the foot and elonga- 
tion of the heel. The toes were pointed 
downwards. The fibula was fractured 
obliquely two inches above the malleolus. 
The tendo Achillis was extremely tense. 

Reduction was readily effected by flex- 
ing the leg and applying extension to the 
foot, but by no apparatus or position 
could the foot be kept in position. Mr. 
Harrison had the patient placed under 
ether, and divided the tendo Achillis sub- 
cutaneously. The leg was then placed 
on an iron back splint, with the foot at 
right angles. By these means the normal 
position of the parts was maintained, the 
patient making a good recovery. In six 
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weeks the limb was placed in a plaster- 
of-Paris bandage, and the patient left the 
infirmary. He has since been seen, the 
report being in every respect favourable. 

In speaking of this case, Mr. Harrison 
said that he had only met with two other 
instances where the injury was precisely 
similar. In both of these it was found 
necessary to divide the tendo Achillis. 
He looked upon this injury as one where 
the division of the tendon was an essen- 
tial part of the treatment; in the in- 
stances alluded to, its adoption had sim- 
plified the management of the injury, and 
had in no way interfered with the future 
usefulness of the limb. 

Mr. Cock and Mr. Bryant have both 
recorded instances of dislocation of the 
foot backwards, where a similar proceed- 
ing was found necessary, from the diffi- 
culty experienced in retaining the foot in 
its position after reduction had been 
effected.—ZLancet, May 18, 1876. 


MEDICAL NEWS. 
ORIGINAL ARTICLES. 


Chloral Hydrate; A Disinfectant and 
Ectrotie in Variola. By E. G. Coteman, 
M.D., Arkadelphia, Arkansas.—A case of 
variola, occurring in an infant four weeks 
of age, and which proved to be of the 
semi-confluent variety, came into my 
charge on the second day of the eruption, 
and I determined to use the hydrate of 
chloral with a view to the above effects. 

As a sedative, it seemed to answer 
remarkably well, for the child manifested 
but little desire for scratching, neither 
did it appear very restless. As a dis- 
infectant, Zij to the pint of water, it was 
more efficient than either carbolic or 
salicylic acid, or the chlorinated soda 
(Labarraque’s solution), which had pre- 
viously been tried with but negative re- 
sults at the best. As an ectrotic remedy, 
one case is not sufficient upon which to 
base a conclusion, yet the pustules cer- 
tainly did abort, the pus dried up, and the 
crusts fell off. The chloral was used 
daily as a wash, 15 grs. to the pint of 
warm water. 





DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Brom-hydrate of Quinia.—Dr.*Gxo. B. 
Ork presented to the Cincinnati Academy 
of Medicine, a specimen of this article, 
and stated that for two weeks he had 
been testing it in the same doses as he 
had been accustomed to administer the 
sulphate. He considered the brom-hy- 
drate twenty times as soluble as the 
sulphate. Its ready solubility causes it 
to be quickly absorbed, and its constitu- 
tional effects to be more rapidly pro- 
duced. Hence, in the treatment of inter- 
mittent fever, it need not be administered 
so long before the expected chill.—7he 
Clinic, May 18, 1876. 

Hypodermic Injections of Cold Water for 
Relief of Pain.--There appeared in the 
February number of the Medical News 
and Iibrary an extract from a communi- 
cation in L’ Union Médicale, by Dr. Lélut, 
on the relief of pain by hypodermic in- 
jections of cold water. This appeared to 
Dr. S. Henry Dessau not only a novel but 
such a ready method for the relief of pain, 
that he determined to give it a trial at 
the very first opportunity, and adds his 
testimony to the efficacy and promptness 
of the remedy by reporting (New York 
Med, Journ., June, 1876) seven cases in 
which it was most successfully used. 

Death from Ether.—Dr. E. L. Houmes, 
of Chicago, reports (Chicago Med. Journ. 
and Examiner, May, 1876) a case of death 
following the administration of ether, for 
the extraction of cataract. 

International Medical Congress. — The 
Centennial Medical Commission have 
been advised by the following dis- 
tinguished foreigners, in addition to 
those already announced, of their inten- 
tion of attending the Congress: S. En- 
glested, of Copenhagen; M. Barreta, of 
Mexico; Prof. Alexander R. Simpson, of 
the University of Edinburgh; Mr. Henry 
Power, of London; Prof. Hiiter, of Greifs- 
wald; Mr. J. Langdon Down, Physician 
to the London Hospital; Mr. Richard 
Davy, Secretary of the Medical Society 
of London; Mr. Finlay, of Edinburgh; 
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Prof. Lange, of Copenhagen; Mr. Hausen, 
President Med. Soc. of Copenhagen; Mr. 
Alfred Haviland, of England, and Mr. 
Estlander, of Helsingfors, Russia. 

Dr. Max Pettenkofer will present a 
paper on Cholera. 

Delegates from different American So- 
cieties have been appointed as follows: — 

American Medical Association.—Drs. H. 
I. Bowditch, Massachusetts; E. Seguin, 
New York; Thomas L. Madden, Tennes- 
see; J. S. Wellford, Virginia; A. Dunlap, 
Ohio; John T. Hodgen, Missouri; Jos 
Carson, Pennsylvania; John C. Dalton, 
New York; W. O. Baldwin, Alabama; D. 
W. .Yandell, Kentucky; N. S. Davis, 
Illinois; Austin Flint, Sr.. New York; 
T. G. Richardson, Louisiana; W. F. 
Westmoreland, Georgia; A. M. Pollock, 
Pennsylvania; Frank Hastings Hamilton, 
New York; S. M. Bemiss, Louisiana; L. 
A. Dugas, Georgia; Francis Bacon, Con- 
necticut; Hunter McGuire, Virginia; A. 
J. Shurtleff, California; E. M. Moore, 


New York ; 0.W. Holmes, Massachusetts ; 
G. A. Otis, U.S. A.; T. E. Gunnell, U. 
8. A.; E. C. Harwood, New York. 


Association of Medical Superintendents of 
American Institutions for the Insane.—Drs. 
T. S. Kirkbride and Isaac Ray, of Phila- 
delphia; John Curwen, of Harrisburg; 
C. A. Walker, of Boston, Mass.; Pliny 
Earle, of Northampton, Mass.; John P. 
Gray, of Utica, N. Y.; D. Tilden Brown, 
of New York; H. A. Buttolph, of Mor- 
ristown, N. J.; Orpheus Evarts, of In- 
dianapolis, Ind. ; Charles H. Nichols, of 
Washington, D. C.; Walter Kempster, of 
Oshkosh, Wis.; C. H. Hughes, of St. 
Louis, Mo.; H. C. Carrell, of Jackson- 
ville, Ill.; J. H. Callender, of Nashville, 
Tenn.; W. S. Chipley, of Cincinnati, 
Ohio; James Rodman, of Hopkinsville, 
Ky.; Eugene Grissom, of Raleigh, N.C. ; 
C. K. Bartlett, of St. Peter, Minn.; A. 
M. Shew, of Middletown, Conn.; James 
R. DeWolf, of Halifax, N. 8. 

Pennsylvania State Medical Society.— 
Drs. Joseph Swartz, of Perry; W. Mur- 
ray Friedman, of Berks; S. B. Kieffer, of 
Cumberland; W. I. Langfitt, of Beaver ; 
Wm. Anderson, of Indiana; J. L. Atlee, 
of Lancaster; I. W. Anawalt, of West- 
moreland; Amos Seip, of Northampton ; 
John T. Carpenter, of Schuylkill; J. L. 
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Stewart, of Erie; A: H. Sheaffer, of 
Mifflin; Wm. Irvin, of Butler; R. J. 
Dunglison, L. Trumbull, Geo. Straw- 
bridge, S. D. Gross, R..E. Rodgers, of 
Philadelphia; G. W. Underwood, of Lu- 
zerne; W. L. Richardson, of Susque- 
hanna; John D. Ross, of Blair; A. M. 
Pollock, of Alleghany; H. L. Orth, of 
Dauphin; Wm. Savery, of Montgomery ; 
and L. B. Kline, of Columbia. 

Medical Society of New Jersey.—Drs. J. 
M. Ridge, John Woolverton, Ezra M. 
Hunt, John: C. Johnson, Charles Has- 
brouck, Abram Coles, and A. A. Lutkins. 

Indiana State Medical Society. — Drs. 
Theopilus Parvin, George W. Mears, S. 
E. Mumford, F. W. Beard, J. H. Stilwell, 
J. G. Rogers, George Sutton, W. Hobbs, 
J.C. Walker, Ezra Reed, T. Higday, G. 
N. Fitch, H. P. Ayres, and H. D. Wood. 

Missourt Medical Associution.—Drs. J. 
B. Johnson, John T. Hodgen, H. N. 
Spencer, C. H. Hughes, Wm. Dickinson, 
A. P. Lankford, W. J. Heddens, J. E. 
Tefft, Torrey, G. B. Winston, A. M. 
McAllister, and Gregory. 

Medical Society of the State of Michigan. 
—Drs. Eugene Smith, Donald Maclean, 
Edward Cox, H. O. Hitchcock, C. Shepard, 
H. B. Baker, Wm. Brownell, H. Tupper, 
and Wm. Brodie. 

American Medical Association. — The 
twenty-seventh annual meeting of this 
Association was opened in Horticultural 
Hall, Philadelphia, on Tuesday, June 6th, 
1876; Dr. J. Marion Sims, of New York, 
President, in the chair. 

Dr. William Pepper, Chairman of the 
Committee of Arrangements, in a short 
speech, welcomed the delegates. 

The following gentlemen were invited 
to seats upon the platform: Surgeon- 
General Wm. Roth, 12th Corps (Royal 
Saxon) German army, and staff, viz.: 
Asst. Surgeon Hans Heymann and Dr. 
Max Brille; Dr. .Vywoodzoff, of St. 
Petersburg, of the sussian Centennial 
Commission; Surgeon-General J. K. 
Barnes, U. S. A.; Dr. Jaffray, of the 
Parisian press; Dr. Wilhelm Hiorth, and 
Dr. H. G. Holst, medical directors, Christ- 
iania, Norway. 

.The President delivered his annual 
address. 
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June 7. A Committee on Nominations of 
one from each State was appointed. 

The Judicial Council reported that the 
delegates from the Arkansas State Medi- 
cal Society were entitled to seats in the 
Association. 

Dr. Kedzie, of Michigan, read the Ad- 
dress on State Medicine and Public Hy- 
giene. His subject was Natural Purifiers 
—air and water. He pointed out the 
mistakes of the founders of cities in not 
properly protecting for the use of the citi- 
zens the water courses which pass through 
its borders. He closed by offering the 
following resolutions :— 

Resolved, That it is the first duty of 
States and municipalities, first in import- 
ance, and first in the order of time, to 
make a sanitary survey of the water sup- 
ply to preserve it against all unnecessary 
and avoidable contamination. 

Resolved, That no municipality should 
introduce a water system without at the 
same time providing a corresponding and 
coextensive sewerage system. The reso- 
lutions were adopted. 

The reports of the Treasurer showing 
an unexpended balance of $4577, and of 
the Publication Committee, and of the 
Librarian were read and accepted. 

Dr. A. Garcelon, of Maine, delivered 
the Address in Surgery. 

The Committee on Prize Essays re- 
ported that the essay on Resections of 
Joints by Dr. H. Culbertson, of Zanesville, 
Ohio, was deemed worthy the prize offered 
by the Association. On account of its 
great length it was thought inexpedient 
to publish it in the Transactions. 

On motion of Dr. L. A. Sayre, of New 
York, it was resolved to publish the report 
with the transactions of the Association. 

Dr. Edward Seguin, of New York, 
offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted :— 

Resolved, That this Association charges 
its delegates to continue to advocate the 
uniformity of means of observations as 
hitherto at the International Medical Con- 
gress to be held in September. 

On motion, 5000 or more copies were 
ordered to be printed of the President’s 
address, in which legal enactments are 





recommended for the prevention of syphi- 


lis, for lay distribution by the dele- 
gates. 

Dr. Harwood, of New York, one of the 
representatives of the Association at the 
International Medical Congress at Brus- 
sels, made a report. 

A memoir of the late Dr. Armsby of 
Albany, N. Y., founder of the Medical 
School in that city, prepared by Dr. 
Hailes, of Albany, was referred to the 
Committee on Publication. 

June 8. The address in Obstetrics was 
delivered by Dr. S. C. Busey, of Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

The Secretary read the list of delegates 
who had registered, 780 in number. Ob- 
jection was made to the admission of dele- 
gates from the Michigan State Medical 
Society, and charges were presented 
against the Society. Referred to the 
Judicial Council. 

Objection was made to the admission of 
Sarah H. Stevens, a delegate from the 
Illinois State Medical Society. 

Dr. Brodie, of Michigan, moved to refer 
her name and all kindred names to the 
Judicial Council. Laid on the table. 

A resolution was referred to the Judi- 
cial Council, declaring that it would not 
be derogatory for a medical practitioner 
to take out a patent for a surgical instru- 
ment. 

The Trustees of the Fund for a monu- 
ment to the late Dr. McDowell, of Ken- 
tucky, reported a balance in hand of $154; 
several motions were made with a view to 
increase funds for that object, but were 
declared to be out of order at that time. 

Dr. Henry A. Martin, of Massachusetts, 
moved that a committee be appointed by 
the chairman to take into consideration 
the subject of bovine vaccination as com- 
pared with the usual arm to arm practice, 
to report at the next annual meeting. 
Passed. 

June 9. On motion of Dr. Toner, of 
District of Columbia, it was resolved, That 
the members of the medical profession, 
who in any way aid or abet the graduation 
of medical students in irregular or exclu- 
sive systems of medicine, are deemed 
thereby to violate the spirit of the ethics 
of the American Medical Association. 

Dr. Atkinson, Secretary, reported, that, 
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in obedience to a resolution adopted at 
the last meeting, he had addressed inqui- 
ries to the authorities of different States, 
in reply to which he is informed that 
poards of health exist in Alabama, Cali- 
fornia, Georgia, Massachusetts, Michi. 
gan, Minnesota, Virginia, and Wisconsin. 
From Delaware, Indiana, Iowa, Nebraska, 
New Jersey, New York, South Carolina, 
Texas, and Vermont the results of his in- 
quiries were almost negative. 

Dr. H. C. Wood, of Pennsylvania, offered 
the following resolution, which was 
adopted :— 

Resolved, That a Committee of Three be 
appointed by the Chair to obtain from 
Congress an appropriation for the publi- 
cation of a subject catalogue of the Na- 
tional Medical Library, and that the State 
Societies are requested to, take such 
action as may be deemed fit to further 
said object. 

The Committee on Nominations pre- 
sented the following report, which was 
unanimously adopted. 

President—Dr. Henry I. Bowditch, of 
Massachusetts. , 

Vice-Presidents—Dr. N. J. Pittman, of 
North Carolina; Dr. Franklin Staples, of 
Minnesota; Dr. Joseph R Smith, of U. 
§. Army; Dr. Samuel C. Busey, of Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Treasurer—Dr. Casper Wistar, M.D., of 
Pennsylvania. 

Librarian—Dr. Wm. Lee, District of 
Columbia. 

Assistant Secretary—Dr. J. H. Hollister, 
of Illinois. 

Committee of Arrangements—Dr. N. 8. 
Davis, Dr. J. W. Freer, Dr. H. A. John- 


son, Dr. T. D. Fitch, Dr. H. W. Jones, | 
Dr. Jos, P. Ross, Dr. Lesley Curtis, all of | 


Illinois. 

Committee on Publication—Dr. W. B. 
Atkinson, T. M. Drysdale, Dr. Albert 
Fricke, Dr. Samuel’ D. Gross, Dr. Casper 
Wistar, Dr. Richard J. Dunglison, of 
Pennsylvania; and Dr. William Lee, of 
District of Columbia. 

Next place of meeting, Chicago; time, 
first Tuesday of June, 1877. 
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Dean, New York; Dr. A. N. Talley, South 
Carolina; Dr. J. P. Logan, Georgia; Dr. 
D. M. Stormont, Kansas; in place of seven 
whose terms expire at this meeting. 

Committee on Prize Essays—Dr. N. 8. 
Davis, Dr. Edmund Andrews, Dr. E. In- 
galls, Dr. Moses Gunn, Dr. E. P. Cook, 
all of Illinois. 

Dr. Bell, of Iowa, offered the following 
resolution, which was adopted :— 

Resolved, That there be appointed a 
committee of three, members of this Asso- 
ciation, in each of the States where there 
has been no action taken for the estab- 
lishment of Boards of Health, to urge 
upon those States the necessity of the 
establishment of such Boards. 

On motion the salary of Dr. Wm. B. 
Atkinson, the permanent secretary, was 
made $1000 for the past year. 

Dr. Atlee and Dr. Toner were appointed 
a committee to conduct the new President, 
Dr. Bowditch, to the stand, where he was 
greeted with great applause. 

Dr. Squibb, of Brooklyn, introduced 
the following resolutions :— 

Wuereas, The usual time for a decen- 
nial revision of the United States Pharma- 
copeeia is drawing near; and 

Wuereas, the plan of revision and pub- 
lication in force in 1820 may not now be 
the best that could be devised; there- 
fore, 

Resolved, That the American Medical 
Association take the whole subject of the 
National Pharmacopeeia into considera- 
tion for a review of its management, and 
for the present time, with special refer- 
ence to the following questions :— 

First. Whether the present plan of de- 
cennial revision and publication be prac- 
tically sufficient for the needs of the ma- 
teria medica and pharmacy of the present 
time ; and if not sufficient, whether a plan 
could be devised which might offer prob- 
able advantages enough to justify an 
attempt to disturb the present one. 

Second. Whether this Association be 
the proper custodian in this country of the 
interests involved in the National Pharma- 
copeia, and if it be the proper source of 


Judicial Council—Dr. N. 8. Davis, Illi- | the National Codex, whom can we invite 


nois; Dr. E. L. Howard, Maryland; Dr. 
W. 0. Baldwin, Alabama; Dr. H. W. 


to co-operate with it in the work? 
Third. If it be a work for this Associa- 
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tion, in what way can its details be wisely 
undertaken with any prospect of material 
improvement upon the present plan ? 

Resolved, That in order to facilitate ma- 
ture and general deliberation upon so im- 
portant a subject, the final discussion of 
these resolutions be laid over for at least 
one year, and that the matter be recom- 
mended to the President of the Associa- 
tion for consideration in his annual address 
for the meeting of 1877. 

He proposed, generally, that a Council 
should be formed composed of eight mem- 
bers, two to be appointed by this Associa- 
tion, two by the Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion, two by the Surgeon General U.S. A., 
and two by the Surgeon General U. S. N., 
who should take charge of the revision in 
1880. : 

The resolutions were adopted, and the 
subject was made the order of business for 
the morning of the second day of the next 
Convention, at which time Dr. Squibb is 
to present the subject in detail. On motion 
the Convention then adjourned sine die. 

Proceedings of the Association of the Re 
presentatives of American Medical Colleges 
—A convention of representatives of 
numerous medical colleges of the United 
States was held in the hall of the Jeffer- 
son Medical College of Philadelphia, June 
2d and 3d, 1876. 

The following colleges were represent- 
ed:— ‘ 

Jefferson Medical College of Philadel- 
phia, University of Pennsylvania, College 
Physicians and Surgeons of New York, 
University of Louisville, Hospital College 
of Medicine of Louisville, Long Island 
Hospital Medical College, University of 
Iowa, College of Physicians and Surgeons 
Syracuse University, Chicago Medical 
College, ‘University of Georgia, Indiana 
Medical College, University of Wooster, 
Cleveland Medical College, Detroit Medi- 
cal College, Starling Medical College, 
University of Vermont, St. Louis Medical 

. College, Atlanta Medical College, Uni- 
versity of Nashville, Vanderbilt Univer- 
sity, Missouri Medical College, Keokuk 
College Physicians and Surgeons, Colum- 
bus Medical College. 

On motion, Prof. J. B. Biddle, of Jef- 
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ferson Medical College, was elected Presi- 
dent of the convention, and Prof. Leartus 
Connor, of Detroit Medical College, was 
elected Secretary. 

On motion of Prof. E, Curtis, of Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons of New 
York, it was 

Resolved, That the action of the con- 
vention shall not be considered binding 
upon the colleges represented unless in- 
dorsed by their respective faculties. 

On motion of Prof. Gross, of Jefferson 
Medical College, it was 

Resolved, That a committee be appoint- 
ed to submit business for the consider- 
ation of the convention, to report at the 
afternoon session, 

Prof. Bodine, of the University of 
Louisville, from the committee to prepare 
business for the convention, reported the 
following questions for its consider. 
ation :— 

1. Shall the beneficiary system, with 
its present abuses, be condemned or in- 
dorsed ? 

After discussion, on motion of Prof. Ff. 
Curtis, the following preamble and reso- 
lutions were adopted with reference to 
question first :— 

Whereas, The practice of reducing or 
remitting in individual cases the estab- 
lished fees of « college has the objection- 
able feature of discriminating between 
students who may be equally deserving, 
and opening the door to possible gross 
abuses; therefore 

Resolved, first, That this convention 
regards the above privilege as one to be 
deprecated in general, and, if put into 
practice at all, to be exercised both rarely 
and reluctantly, and only in unusual cir- 
cumstances, and after unsolicited appli- 
cation by proven deserving candidates. 

Resolved, second, That anything like 
wholesale system of such reduction or re- 
mission of established fees, or any open 
solicitation of recipients of such favours, 
be regarded as in the highest degree im- 
proper, and that any college indulging in 
such practices deserves to forfeit its place 
on the ad eundem list of medical col- 
leges. 

Question 2. Shall two consecutive 
courses of lectures in one year entitle 
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students to become candidates for gradu- 
ation ? 

On motion of Prof. E. Curtis, it was 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this 
convention that no two consecutive sets 
of lecture tickets shall be regarded as 
fulfilling the usual prerequisites of in- 
struction for graduation, where the time 
between the beginning of the first course 
and the end of the second is less than 
fifteen months. 

Question 3. Shall any faculty under any 
circumstances issue a diploma not bear- 
ing the graduate’s name? 

On motion of Prof. Waterman, of the 
Indiana Medical College, it was 

Resolved, That no medical faculty 
should issue a diploma not bearing the 
graduate’s name. 

On motion of Prof. L. P.' Yandell, Jr., 
of University of Louisville, the regular 
order of business was suspended, and 
communications were read from the 
faculties of the following medical col- 
leges: Louisville Medical College, Ken- 
tucky School of Medicine, Evansville 
Medical College, Rush Medical College, 
Medical Department University Louis- 
iana, Medical School of Harvard Univer- 
sity, Savannah Medical College, Cincin- 
nati College of Medicine and Surgery, 
Medical College of State of South Caro- 
lina, 

On motion, these communications were 
placed on file. 

Question 4. Shall this convention re- 
solve itself into a permanent organiza- 
tion ? 

On motion of Prof. Atchison, of Van- 
derbilt University, it was 

Resolved, That the question be referred 
to a committee of five, to report at the 
afternoon session. 

Question 5. Is there any reason why 
the customary diploma fee shall be abol- 
ished ? 

On motion of Prof. Rogers, of Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, it was 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the 
convention that the diploma fee should 
not.be abolished. 

Question 6. Is it advisable to adopt a 
graded course of study ? 

On motion of Prof. Bodine, the’ follow- 
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ing preamble and resolution were adopted 
in reference to thig question :— 

Whereas, A knowledge of the element- 
ary branches of medicine should precede 
a study of the practical branches: 

Resolved, That, in the hope of inducing 
students to prolong and systematize their 
studies, this convention recommends to 
all medical colleges to offer to students 
the option of three courses of lectures, 
after a plan similar to the following: 
Students who have attended two full 
courses of lectures on anatomy, chem- 
istry, materia medica, and physiology, 
may be examined upon any of these sub- 
jects at the end of their second course. 
During their third course such students 
may devote themselves to the lectures 
upon the theory and practice of medicine, 
surgery, obstetrics, and diseases of women 
and children, upon which subjects only 
they shall be examined at the final ex- 
amination for the degree of M.D.—their 
standing, however, to be determined by 
the results of both examinations. 

Prof. Atchison, from the committee to 
whom the subject of permanent organiza- 
tion was referred, reported the following 
resolutions :— 

Resolved, 1, That this convention now 
proceed to form a Provisional Association 
of American Medical Colleges, under its 
present officers. 

Resolved, 2, That when the Association 
adjourns, it shall adjourn to meet at the 
call of its president. 

Resolved, 3, That the various medical 
colleges be invited to take into consider- 
ation the project of forming, at the next 
meeting of this Provisional Association, a 
permanent Association of American Med- 
ical Colleges. 

Resolved, 4, That for the furtherance 
of this object, a committee of three be 
appointed at this meeting to confer by 
letter with the various colleges, and in- 
vite their views on the proper object and 
plan of such proposed organization; and 
upon the receipt of the same, to draft a 
constitution and by-laws for a permanent 
Association, to be submitted at the next 
meeting of this Association. 

Resolved, 5, That the advisory resolu- 
tions upon matters of college policy pass- 
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| Paul F. Mundé, of New York. The meet. 


warded to all regular medical colleges in | ings are to be held annually. The first 


the United States for their consideration. | 


The Chair appointed as committee to 
carry out the foregoing resolutions, Prof. 
T. A. Atchison, Prof. Edward Curtis, and 
Prof. L. P. Yandell, Jr. 

These resolutions were adopted, and 
the convention resolved itself into the 
Provisional Association of American 
Medical Colleges. 

Question 7. Is it proper for a regular 
college to have any kind of alliance with 
homeopathy ? 

On motion of Prof. Atchison, it was 
unanimously 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this 
Association, medical colleges ought not 
to recognize or hold fellowship with any 
school or its alumni in which irregular 
medicine is taught as a part of the cur- 
riculum. 

Question 8. Can college fees be made 
uniform ? 

On motion of Prof. Geddings, of Uni- 
versity of Georgia, this question was re- 
ferred to a committee of five, to report at 
the meeting of the Association to be held 
in 1877. 

The chair appointed Profs. Geddings, 
Gross, Angier, of Keokuk College of Phy- 
sicians and Surgeons, E. Curtis, and L. 
Curtis, of Chicago Medical College, this 
committee. 

On motion of Prof. Biddle, the following 
resolution was unanimously adopted :— 

No degree in medicine should be con- 
ferred, under any circumstances, except 
after an examination in person of the 
candidate upon all the branches of medi- 
cine. 

On‘ motion, the Association adjourned 
to meet at the call of the president. 

‘American Gynecological Society. — A 
number of prominent gynecologists met 
on June 8d, and organized the ‘‘American 
Gynecological Society,” and elected the 
following officers for the present year: 
President, Dr. Fordyce Barker, of New 
York. Vice-Presidents, Drs. W. L. At- 
lee, of Philadelphia, and W. H. Byford, 
of Chicago. Secretary, Dr. James R. 
Chadwick, of Boston. Treasurer, Dr. 





will be held in New York on the 138th of 
September next. 

Connecticut Medical Society.—At the an- 
nual meeting of this society, held in New 
Haven, May 24th and 25th, the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 
President, Dr. A. W. Barrows, of Hart. 
ford. Vice-President, Dr. R. Hubbard, 
of Bridgeport. Secretary, C. W. Cham- 
berlain, of Hartford. 

Pennsylvania State Medical Society. — 
The annual meeting of this society was 
convened in Philadelphia on the 31st of 
May, Dr. Crawford, President, in the 
chair. The following officers were elected 
for the ensuing year: President, Dr. R. B. 
Mowry; Vice-Presidents, Drs. George W. 
Reily, Amos Seip, Thomas Lyon, and D, 
P. Miller. Secretary, Dr. W. B. Atkin- 
son. Next place of meeting is Harris. 
burgh. 


Medical Society of New Jersey. —The 
110th Annual Meeting of this Society was 
held at Cape May on the 28d of May. 
The following officers were elected for 
the ensuing year: President, John V. 
Schenck, M.D.; Vice-Presidents, Drs. H. 
R. Baldwin, John S. Cook, and A. W. Rod- 
gers; Secretary, Wm. Pierson, Jr. The 
next annual meeting will be held at 
Trenton. 

Indiana State Medical Society. —The 
twenty-sixth annual meeting of this So- 
ciety was held at Indianapolis, May 16th 
and 17th. Dr. J. H. Helm, of Peru, pre- 
siding. The following officers were elected 
for the ensuing year: President, Dr. 8. 
S. Boyd. Vice-President, Dr. E. D. 
Laughlin. Secretary, Dr. G. V. Woolen. 

Missouri State Medical Association.—The 
tenth annual meeting was held in St. 
Louis on the 18th of April, John T. 
Hodgen, M.D., President, in the chair. 
The following officers were elected for the 
ensuing year. President, Dr. J. W. Trader, 
of Sedalia. Vice-Presidents, Drs. E. W. 
Schauffler, of Kansas City; H. H. Middle- 
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kamp, of Warrenton; W. J. Heddens, of 
St. Joe; W. E. Glenn, of Rolla; and J. 
§. Newman, of St. Louis. Secretary, H. 
N. Spencer, of St. Louis. The next 
meeting will be held at Kansas City. 

Michigan State Medical Society. — The 
Tenth Annual Meeting of this Society 
was opened on the 10th of May at Ann 
Arbor, the President, Dr. Brodie, in the 
Chair. The most important business 
transacted was in connection with ‘the 
report of a committee of nine, to which 
was referred, without reading or debate, 
all motions or resolutions concerning the 
Medical Department of the University of 
Michigan, which has had grafted on it 
a department of homeopathy. The re- 
port says (Detroit Review, June, 1876): 
“The Regents equipped the new college 
with two professors—one of practice and 
one of therapeutics; required five of the 
former professors—viz., of anatomy, 
physiology, surgery, obstetrics, and 
chemistry—to suppl t the defici 
cies of the new department, and to become, 
with the two homeopathic professors, the 
teachers of registered homeopathic stu- 
dents, and with this requirement the pro- 
fessors named have complied. 

“Of the action of the medical faculty 
in accepting or acquiescing in these radi- 
cal changes of their relations to the medi- 
cal department, but little need be said. 
; It'is enough to say that Dr. 
Sager, of the medical faculty, and for 
many years its Dean, has refused to ap- 
prove or accept the amalgamation, and 
has resigned his position. All the other 
members of the faculty have remained— 
whether because they approved or acqui- 
esced in the arrangement, it is not im- 
portant to inquire; it is but proper to 
state, however, that no evidence has been 
produced which shows that, as a faculty, 
they have relinquished, in any degree, 
their opposition to the introduction of 
homeopathy into the imstitution, but, on 
the contrary, we have their personal 
assurances that, while the question was 
pending in the Legislature, they refused 
to make any concessions, and when the 
act was passed, and the Regents decided 
to incorporate the new department into 
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the University, the situation was accepted 
by them as an “accomplished fact,” and 
‘without approval or disapproval.” 

The committee reported the following 
resolutions :— 

Resolved, 1st, That we are not content 
with the existing situation of the Medical 
Department of the University, because, 
in our opinion, it is not calculated to 
maintain or advance medicine as a science, 
nor is it consistent with the honour or 
interest of the profession. 

Resolved, 2d, That a State under our 
form of government cannot successfully 
teach either medicine or theology, and 
that the medical profession ought to be 
its own teacher and the guardian of its 
own honour 

Resolved, 3d, That we regard all legis- 
lative interference with the government 
of the University as unconstitutional, 
wrong in principle, and harmful in its 
results. . 

Resolved, 4th, That Section 4 of the 
Constitution of this State Society be 
amended so as to read as follows, viz. : 
‘*Section 4. The resident members shall 
be elected by vote of a majority present 
at any regular meeting, their eligibility 
having previously been reported upon by 
the Committee on Admission; Provided, 
That no person shall be admitted to 
membership who. practises or professes 
to practise in accordance with any so- 
called ‘pathy’ or sectarian school of 
medicine, or who has recently graduated 
from a medical school whose professors 
teach or assist in teaching those who 
propose to graduate in or practise irregu- 
lar medicipe.” 

The first three resolutions were adopted 
by a large majority, and the fourth, be- 
ing in the form of an amendment to the 
Constitution, was laid over for one year. 

The foliowing officers were elected for 
the ensuing year: President, Dr. A. 
Sager; Vice-Presidents, Drs. Foster 
Pratt, Eugene Smith, Wm. Parmenter, 
and G. K. Johnson; Secretary, Dr. G. E. 
Ranney. The next meeting will be held 
at Battle Creek. 

California State Medical Society.—The 
sixth annual meeting was convened in 
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San Francisco on the 19th of April, Dr. 
A. B. Nixon presiding. The following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year. 
President, Dr. W. Fitch Cheney, of Butte. 
Vice-Presidents, Drs. B. D. Dean, of San 
Francisco; W. S. Hamlin, of Yuba City; 
Pond, of Napa; and Todd, of Stockton. 
Secretary, Dr. Tyrrell, of Sacramento. 
Place of next meeting San Francisco. 

No delegates appear to have been ap- 
pointed to the International Medical Con- 
gress, owing to an erroneous statement 
being made, with the appearance of au- 
thority, that ‘all regular physicians 
would be admitted to the Congress.” This 
is true only in so far as that the sessions 
of the Congress will be open to the public. 
We trust the President of the Society has 
power to remedy this error, as credentials 
must in every case be presented to ena- 
ble a delegate to take his seat in the body. 
The American representation in the Con- 
gress is from the State Medical Societies, 
each society being entitled to the same 
number of delegates as its State has repre- 
sentatives in the Congress of the United 
States. 

University of Pennsylvania.--Horatio C. 
Wood, Jr., M.D., has been elected to the 
chair of Materia Medica and Therapeu- 
tics in this school, vice Dr. Joseph Car- 
son, resigned. 

A Remarkable Bill before Congress.—A 
bill has been presented to Congress for 
the incorporation of ‘‘ The National Surgi- 
cal Institute of the District of Columbia.” 
The object of this audacious bill is to ob- 
tain extensive advertising and to advance 
private interests at the public expense. 
The Medical Society of the District of 
Columbia have very properly protested 
against the passage of the bill, and we 
cannot for a moment believe that Con- 
gress will allow itself to be deluded into 
enacting it. 

Rumford Medal.—This medal, which is 
regarded as the highest honour which 
can be conferred by any society in this 
country, has been awarded by the Ameri- 
can Academy of Science (Boston) to Prof. 
J. W. Draper, of New York, for his re- 
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searches on radiant energy. Mr. Charles 
Francis Adams in presenting this medal 
eloquently enumerated Dr. Draper’s nu- 
merous researches in many branches of 
physical science, which justly entitle him 
to the distinction conferred on him. 

Dr. Draper’s literary labours have not 
been less remarkable and important than 
his scientific. His histories of the Intel. 


lectual Development of Europe, and of the 
Conflict between Science and Religion, 
etc., show him. to be one of the most exten- 
sive investigators, independent thinkers, 
and profound philosophers of the age. 
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On the Preservation of Ice at the Bedside, 
—Mr. Sampson Gamaee, Surgeon to the 
Queen’s Hospital, Birmingham, in a short 
article (Lancet, June 10, 1876) calls at- 
tention to this subject. His practice for 
some years has been to cut a piece of 
flannel» about nine inches square, and 
secure it by ligature round the mouth of 
an ordinary tumbler, so as to leave a cup- 
shaped depression of flannel within the 
tumbler to about half its depth. In the 
flannel cup so constructed pieces of ice 
may be preserved many hours, all the 
longer if a piece of flannel from four to 
five inches square be used as a loose 
cover to the ice-cup. Cheap flannel, with 
comparatively open meshes, is preferable, 
as the water easily drains ‘through it and 
the ice is thus kept quite dry. When 
good flannel with close texture is em- 
ployed, a small hole must be made in the 
bottom of the flannel cup, otherwise it 
holds the water, and facilitates the melt- 
ing of the ice, which is, nevertheless, pre- 
served much longer than in the naked cup 
or tumbler. In a room 60° F., Dr. G. 
made the following experiment with four 
tumblers, placing in each two ounces of 
ice broken into pieces of the average size 
for sucking. In tumbler No. 1 the ice 
was loose. It+had all melted in two 
hours and fifty-five minutes. In tumbler 
No. 2 the ice was suspended in the tum- 
bler in a cup made as above described of 
good Welsh flannel. In five hours and a 
quarter the flannel cup was more than 





half filled with water, with some pieces 
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of ice floating in it; in another hour and | of the ten fatal cases albuminuria existed 
a quarter (six hours and a half from the on admission, the others dying either from 
commencement of the experiment) the! pulmonary phthisis or from exhaustion 
flannel cup was nearly filled with water, produced by the suppuration. M. Cazin 
and no ice remained. In tumbier No. 3 | believes that hip-joint disease is a more 
the ice was suspended in a flannel cup’ curable affection in the poor than in the 
made in the same manner and of the same | rich. During the acute and febrile stage 
material as in No. 2, but in No. 8 a hole | of the disease, the sea-side is unsuitable 
capable of admitting a quill pen had been | in these cases.—Med. Times and Gaz., 
made in the bottom of the flannel cup, May 20, 1876. 

with the effect of protracting the total | - 
liquefaction of the two ounces of ice to a | Antiseptic Property of Borax. — Prof. 
period of eight hours and three-quarters. | Dumas (Union Méd., May 20) presented 


In tumbler No. 4 two ounces of ice were | to the Académie des Sciences a note in 
|the name of Surgeon-Major Bédois, in 
proof of the antiseptic property of borax. 
Two pieces of meat were placed, the one 
in ordinary water and the other in a solu- 
tion of borax. While the former was 
shortly in a state of putrefaction, the 
other remained quite unchanged, the mi- 
croscope being unable to discover in the 
solution either vibriones or infusoria of 
any kind. —Med Times and Gaz., May 27, 
1876. 


placed in a flannel cup made, as above 
described, of cheap, open flannel (10d. 
per yard), which allowed the water to 
drain through very readily. Ten hours 
and ten minutes elapsed before all this 
ice had melted. 

A reserve supply outside the bedroom 
door can be secured by making a flannel 
cup, on the plan above described, in a 
jug, and filling it with little lumps of ice; 
care being taken that there is space 
enough below the bag to allow the water 
to collect, and leave the ice dry. This 
provision will allow ice to be used during 
the hottest night, without the supply 
failing, or the patient being disturbed— 
two very important considerations. The 
real therapeutic benefit of ice is only pro- 
duced in some cases by ite free use, and 
its soothing and stilling effect must be 
aided by the most perfect surrounding 
quiet. 


The Sea-side for Hip-joint Disease.—M. 
Cazin read a paper at the Société de Chi- 
rurgie, giving an account of the results 
obtained in hip-joint disease at the hospi- 


tal at Berk, near Boulogne. During the 
years 1869-76 there were admitted 212 
cases of this disease, of which number 
eighty were in a state of suppuration. No 
surgical operation was performed, the 
treatment consisting only in expectation, 
the limb being kept in a state of immo- 
bility by means of a silicated bandage or 
& modification of Bonnet’s splint. The 
results obtained in the eighty cases of 
suppurating hip-joint disease were as fol- 
lows: Cured, forty-four; improved, six; 
incurable, twenty ; and fatal, ten. In five 


Removal of the whole of the Scapula and 
part of the Clavicle.—It is stated (Lancet, 
May 20) that Mr. MacCormac performed 
this operation at St. Thomas’s Hospital 
on a woman, for a myxo-chondromatous 
growth weighing six pounds. The opera- 
tion occupied twenty-four minutes, and 
was attended with very slight hemor- 
rhages. The patient has since progressed 
uninterruptedly well. The wound has 
been daily treated antiseptically, and the 
whole surface dressed with salicyzed 
cotton-wool under the personal super- 
vision of Mr. MacCormac. There has 
been very little traumatic fever. 


Applications in Urticaria.—Prof. Harpy 
recommends (Union Méd., May 20) the 
following lotion to be applied several 
times a day in order to allay the itching 
in urticaria: Chloroform ten, and oil of 
sweet almonds thirty parts. In obstinate 
cases he prescribes corrosive sublimate 
one-tenth to one-seventh of a part, alco- 
hol ten parts, and distilled water ninety 
parts. He gives also internally alkaline 
medicines, and if these do not prove effi- 
cacious he resorts to arsenic.——-Med. Times 
and Gaz., May 27, 1876. 
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The eminent success which this work has achieved has encouraged the author, in pre. 
paring this third edition, to render it even more worthy than heretofore of the favor of 


the profession. 
been made throughout. 


It has been thoroughly revised, and very considerable additions have 
To accommodate these the volume has been printed ina smaller 


type, so as to prevent any nocable increase in its size, and it is presented in the hope that 
it may attain the position of the American text-book on this important department of 


medical science. 


This work took a stand as an authority from its 
first appearance, and every one interested in study- 
ing the diseases of which it treats is desirous of 
knowing what improvements are apparent in the 
successive editions. The principal additions to 
which we refer and which will be the distinguishing 
features of the third edition, are chapters on diph- 
theria, cerebro-spinal meningitis, and rétheln. The 
former disease is considered much more in detail 
than formerly, and a great amount of very practical 
information is added, and altogether it is one of the 
most comprehensive and one of the best written 
chapters of the subject we have thus far read. His 
description of cerebro-spinal meningitis, founded 
also for the most part on personal experience. is ad- 
mirably clear and exhaustive—WV. Y Med. Record, 
Feb. 19, 1876. 


In presenting this deservedly popular treatise for 
the third time to the profession, Dr. Smith has given 
it a careful preparation, which will make it of de- 
cided superiority to either of the former editions. 
The position of the author, as physician and consult- 
ant to several large children’s hospitals in New York 
city, has furnished him with constant occasions to 
put his treatment to the test, and his work has at 
once that practical and thoughtful tone which is a 
marked characteristic of the best productions of the 
American medical press —Med.and Surg. Reporter, 
Feb. 1876. 

The former editions of this book have given it the 
highest rank among works of its class, and the pre- 
sent edition will confirm and add to iis reputation. 
Having been brought up to the present mark in the 
rapid advance of medical science, it is the best work 
in our language, on its range of topics, for the Ame- 
rican practitioner.— Pacific Med. and Surg. Journ., 
Feb. 1276. 

Dr. Smith’s Diseases of Children is certainly 
the most valuable work on the subjects treated 
that the practitioner can provide himself with. It 
is fully abreast with every advance; it should be 
in the hands of practitioners generally, while, 
because of the concixeness and clearness of style 
of the writing of the author, every professor of 
diseases of children, if he has not already done 
80, should adopt this as his text-book.— Va. Med. 
Monthly, Feb. 1876. 

We can cordially recommend the work to students 
and practitioners as one of the very best with which 
we are acquainted.—Cincin. Med. News, Feb. 1876. 


This is a new edition of a popular work, and it 
will only be necessary to direct attention to the 
changes that have been made in it. In the first place, 
it has been considerably enlarged. 1t isa good prac- 
tical treatise, and the autbor’s views are based upon 
the results of considerable personal observation and 
practical experience — London Lancet, April 15, ’76. 

There is no doubt, indeed, that it is one of the best 
* books on diseases of children in the English lan- 
guage. This praise may seem too general, but the 
volume is already so well known that we need only 
call attention to a few of the many improvements 
that add to the value of the latest edition. We find 
that several chapters have been written, and others 





considerably enlarged and amended, in order to 
bring the volume up to the latest date. It is less 
than four years since the author gave us his second 
edition, but even that short time is long enough, to 
one having special facilities for clinica! studies, to 
add largely to experience. This ripe experience is 
abundantly evident in the enlarged and enriched 
volume before us, which we heartily commend to 
ad professional reader.—N. Y. Med. Journ., May, 
6. 


The fact that this work has reached a third edi- 
tion within a few years, is sufficient proof of its ac- 
ceptability to the profession, and a careful exami- 
nation of it will convince any one that it deserves 
its popularity. It is clear, practical, and sensible— 
The Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease, April, 
1876, 

This is probably the best work on the subject by 
an American physician, and forthe use of American 
practitioners. ‘I'he work deserves the success it has 
achieved.— New Orleans Med. and Surg. Journ, 
May, 1876, 

The book is exceedingly well got up, it is enriched 
with engravings, which add much to its usefulness, 
and fairly represents, both from a clinical and patho- 
logical standpoint, the present status of our know- 
ledge of children’s diseases. 1t wiil be found an ex- 
ceedingly good book both for study and reference. 
We are pleased to be able to recommend the book as 
the work of a painstaking and thoughtful physician, 
—Lond. Med. times und Gazette, May 27, 1876. 


A comparison of this volume with the previous 
edition shows that a smaller type has been used, 
and the size of the page enlarged. Hence, an equal 
number of pages contains more matter. A conside- 
rable portion of the work bas been rewritten, to 
bring it up to the state of our present knowledge. 
Several diseases omitted in previous editions are 
treated at length in this. The autbor’s unusual 
facilities for clinical study of this class of practice 
enable him to entertain more precise and positive 
views than would otherwise be possible. Perhaps 
the greatest value of the book rests upon the realism 
thus imparted to it. As a rule, we think that tothe 
American student, no other single work on the dis- 
eases of children has a greater value.— Detroit Kev. 
of Med.and Pharm., June. 1876. 

The views of the author are original, and the 
whole treatise of an eminently practical character, 
and, without exception, the most valuable work in 
the English language on the subjects embraced in 
its contents. The style of the work is lucid, con- 
cise, and logical, and its pages unencumbered by 
useless matter, a no small recommendation in these 
times of multiplicity of books and hard work. 
Whilst to the student of medicine and young prac- 
titioner we deem it indispensable, we think no one, 
however extended his experience in the treatment 
of diseases of children, can consult its pages with- 
out being greatly benefited. The mechanical execu- 
tion of the work, the clearness and beauty of the 
typography, the appropriateness of the illustrations, 


etc., are worthy of all commendation.— Ohio Medical 


Recorder, June, 1876. 
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